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0REFACE
0OLITICAL INTEREST IN THE POTENTIAL OF EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE %#%#
	 TO HELP
EQUALISE LIFE CHANCES FOR CHILDREN FROM POOR BACKGROUNDS BECAME PROMINENT IN THE
S NOTABLY THROUGH 7AR ON 0OVERTY IN THE 53! :IGLER AND 3TYFCO 	 FOLLOWED
BY THE )NTEGRATED #HILD $EVELOPMENT 3ERVICES )#$3	 IN )NDIA IN  3WAMINATHAN
	 "Y THE START OF THE NEW MILLENNIUM INCREASINGLY GLOBAL COMMITMENT WAS SIGNALLED
AT A POLICY LEVEL THROUGH THE INCORPORATION OF %ARLY #HILDHOOD #ARE AND %DUCATION AS
'OAL  WITHIN %DUCATION FOR !LL %&!	 POLICY 5.%3#/ 	 AS WELL AS THROUGH VERY
RAPID EXPANSION OF PROGRAMMES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD FOCUSING ON EARLY CARE AND
DEVELOPMENT AS WELL AS EDUCATION 6AST NUMBERS OF CHILDREN NOW PARTICIPATE IN SOME
KIND OF @PRESCHOOL PROGRAMME MAKING %#%# A HIGHLY SIGNIlCANT FOCUS FOR POLICY AND
PRACTICE DEVELOPMENT ESPECIALLY AROUND IMPROVING SCHOOL READINESS AND TRANSITIONS	 FOR
THE MOST DISADVANTAGED GROUPS )T IS A MAJOR GLOBAL CHALLENGE TO OFFER ADEQUATE POLICY
RESPONSES TO THE RAPID GROWTH IN DEMAND FOR %#%# FOR ALL CHILDREN WHILE AT THE SAME
TIME PRIORITISING QUALITY PROGRAMMES FOR DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN 5.%3#/ 	
-EANWHILE THE CASE FOR %#%# HAS BEEN STRENGTHENED BY COMPELLING SCIENTIlC EVIDENCE
SHOWING IMPROVED LONGTERM OUTCOMES FOR DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN WHO PARTICIPATE
IN A HIGHQUALITY PROGRAMME !FTER MANY DECADES OF RELIANCE MAINLY ON 53 STUDIES A
GROWING BODY OF EVIDENCE IS AVAILABLE FROM A WIDE RANGE OF WELLPLANNED PROGRAMME
STRATEGIES IN DIVERSE NATIONAL CONTEXTS INCLUDING IN LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES SEE 3ECTION
))	 4RANSLATING POSITIVE OUTCOMES INTO THE LANGUAGE OF ECONOMICS PROVIDES AN EVEN
MORE PERSUASIVE CASE FOR GOVERNMENTS TO PRIORITISE INVESTING IN EARLY CHILDHOOD WITH
THE PROMISE OF LONGTERM RETURNS TO SOCIETY %VEN SO CONTRIBUTORS TO 3ECTION ) ARGUE
THAT ECONOMIC HUMAN CAPITAL	 ARGUMENTS NEED TO BE SET IN THE CONTEXT OF A MORE
FUNDAMENTAL CASE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES BASED ON CHILDRENS RIGHTS SOCIAL
JUSTICE AND SUSTAINABILITY
7HILE THE POTENTIAL FOR %#%# TO CHANGE YOUNG LIVES IS INDISPUTABLE REALISING THIS
POTENTIAL THROUGH POLICIES AND PROGRAMMES IS FAR FROM STRAIGHTFORWARD 3ECTION )))	
3ETTING UP CAREFULLY EVALUATED MODEL PROGRAMMES FOR A FEW HUNDRED CHILDREN IS ONE
THING GOING TO SCALE WITH MILLIONS OF YOUNG CHILDREN IS QUITE ANOTHER %VEN ENSURING
BASIC EQUITY IN ACCESS TO QUALITY PROGRAMMES FOR THE MOST DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN
IS PROVING A MAJOR CHALLENGE ESPECIALLY WHERE PROGRAMMES ARE NEITHER SUFlCIENTLY
RESOURCED NOR ADEQUATELY REGULATED NOR FULLY INTEGRATED WITHIN A HOLISTIC CHILD CARE
AND EDUCATION POLICY -ANY COUNTRIES ARE WITNESSING A MASSIVE GROWTH IN PRIVATE SECTOR
SERVICES WHICH OFTEN DO NOT SERVE POOR CHILDREN !ND FOR SOME OF THE POOREST COUNTRIES
WHERE BASIC %&! GOALS FOR PRIMARY EDUCATION ARE STILL OUT OF REACH %#%# IS STILL A LOW
PRIORITY 5.%3#/ 	
)RAM 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD
-ARTIN 7OODHEAD
%DITORS

 -ANY DIFFERENT TERMS ARE USED TO REFER TO EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES FOR CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
&OR SIMPLICITY WE REFER THROUGHOUT TO @EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION AND CARE ABBREVIATED TO @%#%#
4HE CASE FOR %#%# IS FOUNDED ON MULTIPLE INTERCONNECTED LINES
OF ARGUMENT
s 2ESPECTING EVERY CHILDS RIGHTS TO CARE DEVELOPMENT AND
EDUCATION IS THE FOUNDATION CASE ON WHICH EARLY CHILDHOOD
POLICIES AND SERVICES CAN BE BUILT
s %NSURING EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES FOR ALL IS A PREREQUISITE FOR
SOCIAL JUSTICE AND REQUIRES THAT EARLY CHILDHOOD PROVISIONS
COMPENSATE FOR EARLY DISADVANTAGES
s %ARLY CHILDHOOD IS A CRUCIAL PERIOD FOR DEVELOPMENT AND
LEARNING YET IT IS ESTIMATED THAT OVER  MILLION YOUNG
CHILDREN ARE NOT REACHING THEIR FULL POTENTIAL OWING TO
EXTREME POVERTY POOR NUTRITION AND INADEQUATE HEALTHCARE
s 4HERE IS A STRONG ECONOMIC CASE FOR INVESTING IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD EFFECTIVE EARLY INTERVENTIONS CAN REPAY COSTS AND
MAY BE MORE COSTEFFECTIVE THAN LATER INTERVENTIONS
s 4HE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CASE LOOKS BEYOND PROVIDING
EQUITY FOR THE CURRENT GLOBAL POPULATION AND ATTEMPTS TO
PROVIDE EQUITY WITH FUTURE GENERATIONS IN MIND
7KHFDVHIRUHDUO\FKLOGKRRG
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22ESPECTING THE RIGHTS OF THE YOUNG CHILD IS THE
FOUNDATION FOR EFFECTIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES
4HE 5. #ONVENTION ON THE 2IGHTS OF THE #HILD 5NITED .ATIONS 	 IS THE MOST
SIGNIlCANT BASIS FOR GLOBAL POLICY DEVELOPMENT ON BEHALF OF YOUNG CHILDREN )T REQUIRES
THAT GOVERNMENTS @3TATES PARTIES	 ENSURE THAT ALL CHILDREN BE RESPECTED AS PERSONS
IN THEIR OWN RIGHT AND PLACES AN OBLIGATION ON NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS TO MAKE REGULAR
REPORTS TO THE 5. #OMMITTEE ON THE 2IGHTS OF THE #HILD
)MPLEMENTING A CHILD RIGHTS AGENDA WITHIN EARLY CHILDHOOD POLICIES AND PRACTICES IS STILL
ONLY AT THE BEGINNING .EGLECT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD IN COUNTRY REPORTS PROMPTED THE 5.
#OMMITTEE TO DEVOTE ITS $AY OF 'ENERAL $ISCUSSION  TO EARLY CHILDHOOD n DElNED
AS @THE PERIOD BELOW THE AGE OF  YEARS 4HE 5. #OMMITTEE SET OUT ITS VISION FOR RIGHTS
IN EARLY CHILDHOOD IN 'ENERAL #OMMENT  5. #OMMITTEE ON THE 2IGHTS OF THE #HILD
	 'ENERAL #OMMENT  OFFERS A BROAD INTERPRETATION OF THE RIGHT TO EDUCATION IN
EARLY CHILDHOOD AS BEGINNING AT BIRTH AND CLOSELY LINKED TO YOUNG CHILDRENS RIGHT TO
DEVELOPMENT 'ENERAL #OMMENT  ADVOCATES COMPREHENSIVE RIGHTSBASED MULTISECTORAL
STRATEGIES ESPECIALLY FOR THE MOST VULNERABLE GROUPS INCLUDING COMMUNITYBASED
SERVICES BOTH FOR CHILDREN AND FOR THEIR CAREGIVERS
2ESPECTING YOUNG CHILDRENS RIGHTS REQUIRES A RADICAL SHIFT IN PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL
ATTITUDES !LDERSON 	 9OUNG CHILDREN ARE NO LONGER VIEWED MAINLY AS PASSIVE
RECIPIENTS OF SERVICES BENElCIARIES OF PROTECTIVE MEASURES NOR OBJECTS OF SOCIAL
EXPERIMENTS RATHER THEY ARE SEEN AS SUBJECTS WHO SHOULD BE LISTENED TO AND CONTRIBUTE
TO CHANGE .OR SHOULD EARLY EDUCATION BE VIEWED PRIMARILY AS AN INVESTMENT
OPPORTUNITY BUILDING HUMAN CAPITAL TO ACHIEVE STRONG ECONOMIC OUTCOMES FOR SOCIETY
.OR SHOULD THE MAIN MOTIVE FOR EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES BE TO ENABLE WOMEN TO ENTER
THE LABOUR FORCE 4HESE JUSTIlCATIONS PLAY A ROLE IN POLICY BUT THEY ARE NOT THE CORE
RATIONALE FOR BUILDING EARLY EDUCATION AND CARE POLICIES AND SERVICES #HILD RIGHTS ARE
THE lRMEST FOUNDATION FOR POLICY RECOGNISING THAT CHILDREN ARE SOCIAL ACTORS ENTITLED
TO RESPECT CARE EDUCATION AND COMPREHENSIVE SERVICES IN THEIR BEST INTERESTS AND
IDENTIFYING THOSE WITH RESPONSIBILITY TO SECURE THESE RIGHTS WITH AND ON BEHALF OF YOUNG
CHILDREN CAREGIVERS TEACHERS COMMUNITIES AND GOVERNMENTS
-ARTIN 7OODHEAD 0ROFESSOR OF #HILDHOOD 3TUDIES 4HE /PEN 5NIVERSITY 5NITED +INGDOM
s 2ESPECTING YOUNG CHILDRENS RIGHTS REQUIRES A RADICAL SHIFT IN PUBLIC AND PROFESSIONAL
ATTITUDES
s #HILDRENS RIGHTS ARE THE lRMEST FOUNDATION FOR DEVELOPING POLICY ON WHICH OTHER
ARGUMENTS FOR %#%# CAN BE BUILT
s 4HE 5. #OMMITTEE HAS ADVOCATED COMPREHENSIVE RIGHTSBASED STRATEGIES ESPECIALLY FOR
THE MOST VULNERABLE GROUPS
4HE RIGHTS OF THE CHILD CASE
43OCIAL JUSTICE DEMANDS THAT ALL YOUNG CHILDREN HAVE
ACCESS TO GOODQUALITY LEARNING OPPORTUNITIES
! COMMONLY HELD VIEW IN 7ESTERN LIBERAL DEMOCRACIES IS THAT SOCIAL JUSTICE PROVISIONS
SHOULD BE BASED UPON EQUALITY OF OPPORTUNITY BUT THAT SOME DEGREE OF INEQUALITY OF
OUTCOMES IS ACCEPTABLE AND INDEED INEVITABLE &OR MANY THIS IS A LOGICAL CONSEQUENCE
OF EMPHASISING INDIVIDUAL FREEDOM )F INDIVIDUALS ARE TO ENJOY FREEDOM THEN THEY MUST
ALSO ACCEPT RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE CHOICES THAT THEY MAKE &OR MOST PEOPLE THE ROLE OF
THE STATE IN SECURING SOCIAL JUSTICE IS THEREFORE TO PROVIDE A @LEVEL PLAYING lELD WHERE
INDIVIDUALS SHOULD BE PROTECTED FROM DISADVANTAGES SUCH AS POVERTY BUT REMAIN
RESPONSIBLE FOR ANY OUTCOME THAT RESULTS FROM THEIR OWN CHOICES
4HE 5. RECOGNISES EDUCATION TO BE AN INDIVIDUAL RIGHT WHICH DOES NOT MIRACULOUSLY
APPEAR WHEN CHILDREN lRST REACH THE AGE TO START SCHOOL 2ESEARCH EVIDENCE FROM
LONGITUDINAL STUDIES AND FROM NEUROSCIENCE HAS SHOWN THAT CHILDRENS EARLIEST LEARNING
EXPERIENCES ARE THE MOST SIGNIlCANT IN DETERMINING THEIR FUTURE PROGRESS IN EDUCATION
AND SUBSEQUENT SUCCESS IN LIFE !NY @LEVELLING OF THE PLAYING lELD MUST TAKE INTO
CONSIDERATION DIFFERENCES IN THE QUALITY OF THE EARLY LEARNING EXPERIENCES ON OFFER AS
WELL AS THE IMPACT OF POVERTY ILL HEALTH AND OTHER ADVERSITIES &OR MANY DISADVANTAGED
CHILDREN THE QUALITY OF %#%# HAS A SIGNIlCANT AND LONGTERM INmUENCE ON THEIR
EDUCATIONAL PERFORMANCE AND LIFE CHANCES 3YLVA ET AL  3CHWEINHART ET AL 	
4HESE DISADVANTAGES ARE BEYOND THE CONTROL OF THE INDIVIDUAL CHILD AND SOCIAL JUSTICE
THEREFORE DEMANDS THAT ADEQUATE PROVISIONS SHOULD BE MADE
4HIS ACCOUNT OF SOCIAL JUSTICE HAS BEEN CONSTRUCTED WITHIN A 7ESTERN LIBERAL DISCOURSE
AND SOME MAY THEREFORE QUESTION ITS VALIDITY WITHIN OTHER CULTURAL CONTEXTS "UT AS 3EN
	 HAS ARGUED WHILE PHILOSOPHICAL ARGUMENTS EMPHASISING FREEDOM AND TOLERANCE
REPRESENT A RELATIVELY RECENT INNOVATION THE FOUNDATIONS OF THESE IDEAS CAN BE FOUND IN
THE ANCIENT CULTURAL TRADITIONS OF BOTH 7ESTERN AND NON7ESTERN SOCIETIES
)RAM 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD 0ROFESSOR OF %ARLY #HILDHOOD %DUCATION )NSTITUTE OF %DUCATION
5NIVERSITY OF ,ONDON 5NITED +INGDOM
s 3OCIAL JUSTICE REQUIRES BASIC EQUITY A @LEVEL PLAYINGlELD WHILE RECOGNISING THAT OUTCOMES
WILL VARY
s )NDIVIDUALS MUST HAVE FREEDOM TO MAKE CHOICES WHILE BEING PROTECTED FROM THE WORST
EFFECTS OF POVERTY AND OTHER ADVERSITIES
s 4HE EARLY YEARS ARE MOST SIGNIlCANT IN SHAPING CHILDRENS FUTURE AND SOCIAL JUSTICE REQUIRES
ENSURING ADEQUATE PROVISIONS FOR LEARNING AND DEVELOPMENT
4HE SOCIAL JUSTICE CASE
60REVENTING THE LOSS OF DEVELOPMENTAL POTENTIAL IS A
lRST PRIORITY
)T IS ESTIMATED THAT OVER  MILLION CHILDREN UNDER  YEARS OF AGE ARE NOT REACHING
THEIR FULL POTENTIAL IN MENTAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT OWING TO EXTREME POVERTY AND
POOR HEALTH AND NUTRITION &OR OPTIMAL DEVELOPMENT YOUNG CHILDREN NEED LOVING
WARM CONSISTENT AND RESPONSIVE CAREGIVERS WITHIN A STIMULATING ENVIRONMENT WITH
PLAY MATERIALS AND OPPORTUNITIES FOR INTERACTION AND LEARNING 5NDERPINNING ALL OF
THIS ARE GOOD NUTRITION AND HEALTH 4HE ENVIRONMENT IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AFFECTS BRAIN
DEVELOPMENT -ANY FACTORS SUCH AS PARENTAL CARE STIMULATION STRESS NUTRITION AND
ENVIRONMENTAL TOXINS CAN HAVE LONGTERM EFFECTS ON BRAIN DEVELOPMENT AND FUNCTION
'RANTHAM-C'REGOR ET AL 	 )NTERVENTIONS AT THIS TIME CAN HAVE LONGTERM
BENElTS AND ARE MORE COSTEFFECTIVE THAN INTERVENTIONS AT A LATER AGE (ECKMAN B	
,OW LEVELS OF PARENTAL EDUCATION AND INCREASED STRESS LEAD TO POOR PARENTING SKILLS POOR
CHILD HEALTH AND NUTRITION AND A LEARNING ENVIRONMENT WITH LIMITED STIMULATION !T LEAST
SEVEN STUDIES IN LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES HAVE FOLLOWED CHILDREN FROM THE lRST  YEARS
OF LIFE TO LATER CHILDHOOD OR ADULTHOOD 4HEY ALL SHOW THAT CHILDREN WHO ARE BORN INTO
POOR FAMILIES OR ARE MALNOURISHED IN THE lRST  YEARS HAVE POORER LEVELS OF EDUCATIONAL
ATTAINMENT OR COGNITIVE FUNCTION ONE STUDY SHOWED POORER MENTAL HEALTH 'RANTHAM
-C'REGOR ET AL 	
,OW LEVELS OF EDUCATIONAL ATTAINMENT LEAD TO POOR EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITIES AND
REDUCED INCOME IN ADULTHOOD AND POVERTY IS TRANSMITTED TO THE NEXT GENERATION "Y
PREVENTING THE LOSS OF DEVELOPMENTAL POTENTIAL THAT AFFECTS MILLIONS OF CHILDREN WORLDWIDE
DURING THE lRST  YEARS OF LIFE WE CAN INTERRUPT THE CYCLE OF POVERTY AND HELP TO PROMOTE
EQUITY IN SOCIETY 3YSTEMATIC INTERVENTIONS DEMONSTRATE WHAT IS POSSIBLE ! LONGTERM
FOLLOWUP STUDY OF A LOWCOST HOME VISITING PROGRAMME WITH POOR CHILDREN IN *AMAICA
SHOWED SUSTAINED BENElTS IN INTELLIGENCE SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT REDUCED DROPOUT FROM
SCHOOL 7ALKER ET AL 	 AND IMPROVED MENTAL HEALTH AT  TO  YEARS 7ALKER
ET AL 	 %ARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION PROGRAMMES CAN HELP TO PREVENT THE LOSS OF
DEVELOPMENTAL POTENTIAL n AND THEY ARE COSTEFFECTIVE (ECKMAN B	
3ALLY 'RANTHAM-C'REGOR 0ROFESSOR )NSTITUTE OF #HILD (EALTH 5NIVERSITY #OLLEGE ,ONDON
5NITED +INGDOM
s 4HE CASE FOR %#%# IS NOT JUST ABOUT THE YEARS BEFORE SCHOOL $EVELOPMENT BEGINS BEFORE
BIRTH AND IS MULTIFACETED
s #APACITIES FOR LEARNING ARE BUILT ON GOOD NUTRITION QUALITY CARE AND A RESPONSIVE LOVING
ENVIRONMENT DURING INFANCY
s )NTERVENTIONS BEGINNING IN INFANCY CAN PREVENT THE LOSS OF DEVELOPMENTAL POTENTIAL THAT
AFFECTS MILLIONS OF CHILDREN
4HE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT CASE
80UBLIC INVESTMENTS ARE LEAST ADEQUATE FOR YOUNG
CHILDREN EVEN THOUGH THE RETURNS CAN BE HIGH
4HE WEALTH OF NATIONS LARGELY RESTS IN THE CAPABILITIES OF THEIR PEOPLE )NADEQUATE
INVESTMENTS IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT ARE A PRINCIPAL CAUSE OF LOST HUMAN POTENTIAL AND
NATIONAL WEALTH 4ODAY INVESTMENTS IN HUMAN DEVELOPMENT ARE LEAST ADEQUATE FOR YOUNG
CHILDREN AND THE WORLDWIDE COST OF THIS UNDERINVESTMENT IS IN THE REGION OF  TRILLION
ANNUALLY 4HIS PROBLEM OF UNDERINVESTMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN AFmICTS DEVELOPED AND
DEVELOPING COUNTRIES )N THE 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA ALONE THE ANNUAL COST EXCEEDS
 BILLION AND COULD BE MUCH MORE
4HE IMMEDIATE CONSEQUENCES OF UNDERINVESTMENT IN YOUNG CHILDREN ARE WELL KNOWN
DEATH AND DISEASE MALNUTRITION STUNTED GROWTH AND IMPAIRED MOTOR LANGUAGE
COGNITIVE SOCIAL AND EMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT )N THE 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA THESE
EARLY RISKS HAVE LONGTERM CONSEQUENCES SCHOOL FAILURE AND LOWER ACHIEVEMENT POOR
PHYSICAL AND MENTAL HEALTH LOWER WORKFORCE PRODUCTIVITY AND CRIME AND DELINQUENCY )N
LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES WHERE CHILDREN FACE GREATER LIKELIHOOD OF EARLY RISKS INVESTMENT IS
EVEN MORE INADEQUATE PARTICULARLY FOR THE POOREST CHILDREN
)NCREASED PUBLIC INVESTMENTS IN THE NURTURING AND EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN COULD
MAKE A DIFFERENCE AND PRODUCE LARGE ECONOMIC RETURNS 4HE MOST COMPREHENSIVE
FORMAL ECONOMIC ANALYSES ARE FROM FOUR STUDIES OF THE COSTS AND BENElTS OF SMALLSCALE
HIGHQUALITY INTENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES FOR ECONOMICALLY DISADVANTAGED
POPULATIONS IN THE 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA "ARNETT  "ARNETT AND -ASSE 
+AROLY ET AL  4EMPLE AND 2EYNOLDS 	 4HESE FOUR ANALYSES CONSTITUTE A
BASELINE FOR INTERPRETING THE RESULTS OF OTHER STUDIES !LL OF THEM lND THAT ECONOMIC
BENElTS FAR EXCEED THE COSTS IN TWO OF THE STUDIES BY A SIGNIlCANT MAGNITUDE 4HEY ALSO
DEMONSTRATE THAT THE COSTS OF INADEQUATE INVESTMENT THE INVERSE OF THE BENElTS	 CAN
APPROACH  PER CHILD 4HE EFFECTS THAT GENERATED ECONOMIC BENElTS IN THESE FOUR
STUDIES HAVE BEEN FOUND IN MANY OTHER STUDIES THROUGHOUT THE WORLD 4HESE INCLUDE
IMPROVEMENTS IN COGNITIVE AND SOCIALnEMOTIONAL CAPABILITIES SCHOOL PROGRESS MENTAL
HEALTH CRIME RATE AND ADULT EARNINGS "ARNETT A B	
(IGHQUALITY PROGRAMMES ARE NECESSARY FOR LARGE ECONOMIC RETURNS BUT EXISTING
PUBLIC PROGRAMMES ARE OFTEN OF MEAGRE QUALITY AND THEREFORE ARE LIKELY TO BE FAR LESS
EFFECTIVE 4HE LESSON IS CLEAR %NSURING QUALITY MUST BE AN ESSENTIAL COMPONENT OF PUBLIC
PROGRAMME INVESTMENT
7 3TEVEN "ARNETT $IRECTOR .ATIONAL )NSTITUTE FOR %ARLY %DUCATION 2ESEARCH 2UTGERS 5NIVERSITY
"RUNSWICK 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
s &AILURE TO INVEST IN YOUNG CHILDREN HAS LONGTERM COSTS WELLPLANNED INVESTMENTS BRING
BENElTS TO CHILDREN FAMILIES AND SOCIETY
s 2ETURNS ON INVESTMENT CAN FAR EXCEED THE ORIGINAL COSTS OF THE PROGRAMME
4HE ECONOMIC CASE
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9OUNG CHILDREN HAVE THE GREATEST STAKE IN THE FUTURE
(UMANITY FACES URGENT PROBLEMS AFFECTING LOCAL REGIONAL AND GLOBAL ENVIRONMENTS
AND SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT 4HE %ARTHS LIMITED NATURAL RESOURCES ARE BEING
CONSUMED MORE RAPIDLY THAN THEY ARE BEING REPLACED AND THE EFFECTS OF GLOBAL WARMING
UPON ECOLOGICAL BALANCE AND BIODIVERSITY ARE WELL KNOWN 2ISING SEA LEVELS THREATEN
MILLIONS IN LESSDEVELOPED NATIONS 4HE CONSEQUENCES n INCREASING POVERTY MIGRATION
FOOD SHORTAGES AND RISKS TO HEALTH AND SECURITY n ARE EXTREMELY SERIOUS 4HE GOALS OF THE
5. $ECADE OF %DUCATION FOR 3USTAINABLE $EVELOPMENT n 5.%3#/ 	 ARE
THEREFORE TO INTEGRATE THE PRINCIPLES VALUES AND PRACTICES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 3$	
INTO ALL ASPECTS OF EDUCATION AND LEARNING 3$ IS DElNED AS DEVELOPMENT THAT MEETS THE
NEEDS OF THE PRESENT WITHOUT COMPROMISING THE ABILITY OF FUTURE GENERATIONS TO MEET THEIR
OWN NEEDS "RUNDTLAND 	 )T LOOKS BEYOND PROVIDING EQUITY TO THE CURRENT GLOBAL
POPULATION TO PROVIDING EQUITY WITH FUTURE GENERATIONS IN MIND 3PETH 	 4HERE CAN
THEREFORE BE LITTLE BETTER PLACE TO START THAN IN EARLY CHILDHOOD CARE AND EDUCATION
!GENDA  THE ACTION PLAN FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT DRAWN UP AT THE 5NITED .ATIONS
@%ARTH 3UMMIT@ IN 2IO DE *ANEIRO 5.#%$ 	 PRIORITISES BASIC PRIMARY EDUCATION
"UT IT IS IN EARLY CHILDHOOD THAT CHILDREN ARE AT THEIR MOST VULNERABLE AND MOST AT RISK
FROM THE IMPACT OF ENVIRONMENTAL CHALLENGES %ARLY CHILDHOOD IS ALSO THE PERIOD WHEN
FUNDAMENTAL ATTITUDES AND VALUES ARE FORMED 4HE 5. 7ORLD 3UMMIT REFERRED TO SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT AND ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AS THE THREE
@INTERDEPENDENT AND MUTUALLY REINFORCING PILLARS@ OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 4HE
CHALLENGE FOR EARLY EDUCATORS IS THEREFORE TO DEVELOP EDUCATIONAL SYSTEMS CURRICULA AND
PEDAGOGIC PRACTICES THAT ARE SUSTAINABLE IN TERMS OF EACH OF THESE PILLARS AND GUIDELINES
HAVE NOW BEEN DEVELOPED TO MEET THAT CHALLENGE $AVIES ET AL 	
4HE CONCEPT OF EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT %3$	 IS CENTRALLY CONCERNED WITH
ACHIEVING INDIVIDUAL @FREEDOM AND @CAPABILITY 3EN 	 ALONG WITH COMMITMENTS
TO INTERCULTURAL RESPECT AND A RECOGNITION OF GLOBAL INTERDEPENDENCE )T IS THEREFORE
ESSENTIAL THAT ACCESS TO EARLY CHILDHOOD EDUCATION FOR SUSTAINABILITY 0RAMLING3AMUELSSON
AND +AGA 	 IS EXPANDED GLOBALLY IN ORDER TO SET THE FOUNDATIONS FOR FUTURE LIVES
CHARACTERISED BY SELFRESPECT RESPECT FOR OTHERS AND A RESPECT FOR THE ENVIRONMENT
*OHN 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD 6ISITING 0ROFESSOR 3CHOOL OF (UMAN 3CIENCES 3WANSEA 5NIVERSITY
5NITED +INGDOM
)NGRID 0RAMLING3AMUELSSON 5.%3#/ #HAIR ON %DUCATION FOR 3USTAINABLE $EVELOPMENT
5NIVERSITY OF 'OTHENBURG 3WEDEN
4HE SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT CASE
s %DUCATION FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IS ABOUT HUMAN DEVELOPMENT EQUITY AND SOCIAL
JUSTICE BUT WITH AN ADDITIONAL FUTUREORIENTED DIMENSION
s )N PLANNING FOR HUMAN DEVELOPMENT AND EDUCATION FOR PRESENT GENERATIONS WE MUST ALSO
RESPECT THE NEEDS AND RIGHTS OF FUTURE GENERATIONS
s %#%# IS A CRUCIBLE FOR IMPLEMENTING THESE VALUES IN PRACTICE WITH THOSE WHO ARE MOST
VULNERABLE AND MOST OPEN TO NEW POSSIBILITIES
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¡ (OW MUCH MONEY TIME AND EFFORT SHOULD SOCIETY INVEST IN THE CARE
AND EDUCATION OF YOUNG CHILDREN FROM BEFORE BIRTH TO SCHOOL ENTRY
OVER AND ABOVE WHAT FAMILIES ALREADY INVEST
¡ 7HAT SHOULD BE THE BALANCE OF INVESTMENT IN EARLY CHILDHOOD
SERVICES ACROSS ALL YOUNG CHILDREN OR TARGETING THE MOST VULNERABLE
AND DISADVANTAGED
¡ 7HAT STEPS ARE REQUIRED TO ENSURE THAT GOVERNMENTS INCLUDE
EARLY CHILDHOOD AMONG THEIR PRIORITIES FOR POLICY AND SERVICE
DEVELOPMENT
¡ )N BUILDING A CASE FOR %#%# HOW CAN THE FOLLOWING ARGUMENTS BEST
BE EMPLOYED CHILD RIGHTS SOCIAL JUSTICE HUMAN DEVELOPMENT
ECONOMIC INVESTMENT AND SUSTAINABILITY
¡ (OW FAR DO THESE VARIOUS ASPECTS OF THE CASE COMPLEMENT EACH
OTHER
¡ 7HAT MORE DO POLICY MAKERS NEED IN ORDER TO ENSURE THAT THEY HAVE
A CLEAR AND COMPELLING CASE FOR INVESTING PUBLIC RESOURCES IN EARLY
CHILDHOOD
¡ 7HAT ROLE CAN RESEARCH INTO EFFECTIVE PROGRAMMES PLAY IN INFORMING
POLICY AND SERVICE DEVELOPMENT INTEGRATED WITHIN LOCAL CHILD
DEVELOPMENT SYSTEMS KNOWLEDGE AND VALUES
0/,)#9 15%34)/.3
15
%XPERIMENTAL LONGITUDINAL STUDIES EVALUATING EARLY CHILDHOOD
PROGRAMMES OFFER COMPELLING EVIDENCE OF IMPROVED SCHOOL
EXPERIENCE AND OUTCOMES AS WELL AS MORE POSITIVE LIFELONG
OUTCOMES
&OR SEVERAL DECADES 53 STUDIES WERE THE MAJOR SOURCE OF EVIDENCE
INFORMING POLICY AND ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF YOUNG CHILDREN
2ECENT REVIEWS HAVE NOW LOOKED BOTH AT SMALLSCALE STUDIES
AND AT LARGESCALE PROGRAMMES IN LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES AND
FOUND EVIDENCE OF IMPROVED EARLY DEVELOPMENT IN CHILDREN WHO
PARTICIPATED IN THE PROGRAMME
%FFECTIVE MODEL PROGRAMMES INCLUDE PARENTFOCUSED SUPPORT
AND TRAINING PROJECTS CENTREBASED TEACHING AND LEARNING
AND COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES
(YLGHQFHIRUHDUO\FKLOGKRRG
SURJUDPPHHIIHFWLYHQHVV,,
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! SYSTEMATIC EVALUATION BEGUN IN THE S HAS
FOLLOWED CHILDREN THROUGH TO THE AGE OF 
4HE (IGH3COPE 0ERRY 0RESCHOOL 3TUDY IS A SCIENTIlC EXPERIMENT IN THE 5NITED 3TATES OF
!MERICA THAT HAS IDENTIlED THE SHORT AND LONGTERM EFFECTS OF A HIGHQUALITY INTERACTIVE
PRESCHOOL EDUCATION PROGRAMME FOR YOUNG CHILDREN LIVING IN POVERTY 3CHWEINHART ET AL
	 )N THE S $AVID 7EIKART AND HIS COLLEAGUES IN THE 9PSILANTI -ICHIGAN SCHOOL
DISTRICT IDENTIlED A SAMPLE OF  LOWINCOME !FRICAN !MERICAN CHILDREN LIVING IN POVERTY
AND ASSESSED TO BE AT HIGH RISK OF SCHOOL FAILURE 4HEY RANDOMLY ASSIGNED THEM AT AGES 
AND  EITHER TO A GROUP THAT RECEIVED A HIGHQUALITY PRESCHOOL PROGRAMME OF DAILY CLASSES
AND A WEEKLY HOME VISIT OR TO A GROUP THAT RECEIVED NO PRESCHOOL PROGRAMME 7EIKART
ET AL 	 "ECAUSE OF THE RANDOM ASSIGNMENT CHILDREN@S EXPERIENCE IN THE PRESCHOOL
PROGRAMME IS THE BEST EXPLANATION FOR SUBSEQUENT GROUP DIFFERENCES IN PERFORMANCE
0ROJECT STAFF COLLECTED DATA ALMOST ANNUALLY ON BOTH GROUPS FROM AGES  THROUGH  AND
AGAIN AT  AND  !CROSS ALL MEASURES ONLY  PER CENT OF THE DATA WERE MISSING
4HE STUDY SHOWS EVIDENCE OF PROGRAMME EFFECTS ON IMPORTANT LIFE OUTCOMES 4HE
PROGRAMME GROUP OUTPERFORMED THE NOPROGRAMME GROUP ON VARIOUS INTELLECTUAL AND
LANGUAGE TESTS FROM THEIR PRESCHOOL YEARS UP TO AGE  SCHOOL ACHIEVEMENT TESTS AT  
AND  AND LITERACY TESTS AT  AND  -ORE OF THE PROGRAMME GROUP WERE EMPLOYED
AND OWNED THEIR OWN HOMES AND CARS AT  AND  AND THE PROGRAMME GROUP HAD
HIGHER MEDIAN ANNUAL EARNINGS "Y  FEWER OF THE PROGRAMME GROUP WERE ARRESTED  OR
MORE TIMES ARRESTED FOR VIOLENT CRIMES PROPERTY CRIMES AND DRUG CRIMES AND SENTENCED
TO PRISON OR JAIL -ORE PROGRAMME THAN NOPROGRAMME MALES RAISED THEIR OWN CHILDREN
4HE ECONOMIC RETURN TO SOCIETY FOR THE PROGRAMME WAS  PER DOLLAR INVESTED
4HE CONCLUSION FROM THIS STUDY AND SEVERAL OTHERS LIKE IT FOR EXAMPLE #AMPBELL ET
AL  2EYNOLDS ET AL 	 IS THAT HIGHQUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES FOR
YOUNG CHILDREN LIVING IN POVERTY IN THE 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA CONTRIBUTE TO THEIR
DEVELOPMENT IN CHILDHOOD AND THEIR SCHOOL SUCCESS ADULT ECONOMIC PERFORMANCE AND
REDUCED COMMISSION OF ADULT CRIME AND RETURN HIGH BENElTS RELATIVE TO THEIR INITIAL COST
,AWRENCE * 3CHWEINHART 0RESIDENT (IGH3COPE %DUCATIONAL 2ESEARCH &OUNDATION 9PSILANTI
5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
s 4HE (IGH3COPE 0ERRY 0RESCHOOL 3TUDY WAS ONE OF THE lRST SYSTEMATIC EVALUATIONS OF THE
POTENTIAL OF A PRESCHOOL PROGRAMME
s )T DEMONSTRATED THAT A HIGHQUALITY PROGRAMME CAN TRANSFORM CHILDRENS LIVES AND FUTURES
s %CONOMIC ANALYSES SUGGEST THAT THE RETURNS TO SOCIETY WERE MANY TIMES GREATER THAN THE
ORIGINAL COST OF THE PROGRAMME
53!
THE (IGH3COPE 0ERRY 0RESCHOOL STUDY
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4WENTY MAJOR STUDIES NOW SHOW POSITIVE BENElTS
4HE (IGH3COPE 0ERRY 0RESCHOOL 0ROGRAMME IS WITHOUT DOUBT THE SINGLE MOST INmUENTIAL
EXPERIMENTAL STUDY DEMONSTRATING EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME EFFECTIVENESS AND
ENDURING BENElTS FOR CHILDREN AND SOCIETY 3EVERAL OTHER !MERICAN EARLY INTERVENTION
PROGRAMMES ALSO SHOW BENElCIAL EFFECTS THROUGH TO ADULTHOOD "UT POSITIVE EVIDENCE IS
NOT RESTRICTED TO EXPERIMENTAL OR @MODEL PROGRAMMES ,ONGTERM EFFECTS HAVE ALSO BEEN
SEEN IN THE LARGESCALE 53 (EAD 3TART PROGRAMME 'ORMLEY ET AL 	 &OR EXAMPLE
%URO!MERICAN CHILDREN OF SINGLE MOTHERS WHO HAD ATTENDED (EAD 3TART EARNED INCOMES
THAT WERE ROUGHLY DOUBLE THOSE CHILDREN OF WHO DID NOT ATTEND 'ARCES ET AL 
#URRIE AND .EIDELL 	
2EVIEWING A RANGE OF EXPERIMENTAL AND NATIONAL PUBLIC PROGRAMMES !MERICAN
ECONOMISTS CONCLUDED
)NVESTMENTS IN %#$ ;%ARLY #HILD $EVELOPMENT= PROGRAMS EASILY PAY FOR
THEMSELVES OVER TIME BY GENERATING VERY HIGH RATES OF RETURN FOR PARTICIPANTS
THE PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENT 'OOD PROGRAMS PRODUCE  OR MORE IN BENElTS FOR
EVERY DOLLAR OF INVESTMENT 7HILE PARTICIPANTS AND THEIR FAMILIES GET PART OF THE
TOTAL BENElTS THE BENElTS TO THE REST OF THE PUBLIC AND GOVERNMENT ARE LARGER
AND ON THEIR OWN TEND TO FAR OUTWEIGH THE COSTS OF THESE PROGRAMS
,YNCH  P 	
&OR SEVERAL DECADES 53 STUDIES WERE THE MAJOR SOURCE OF EVIDENCE INFORMING POLICY
AND ADVOCACY ON BEHALF OF YOUNG CHILDREN "UT RECENT REVIEWS HAVE NOW LOOKED BOTH
AT SMALLSCALE STUDIES AND AT LARGESCALE PROGRAMMES IN LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES AND
FOUND EVIDENCE OF IMPROVED EARLY DEVELOPMENT IN CHILDREN WHO PARTICIPATED IN THEM
7ALKER ET AL  %NGLE ET AL 	 !LMOST ALL OF THE  EVALUATIONS OF PROGRAMMES
IN !FRICA !SIA AND ,ATIN !MERICA FOUND SIGNIlCANT EFFECTS ON YOUNG CHILDRENS COGNITIVE
AND IN SOME CASES SOCIALnEMOTIONAL DEVELOPMENT 4HESE STUDIES DEMONSTRATE THAT THE
MOST EFFECTIVE INTERVENTIONS WERE COMPREHENSIVE HEALTH NUTRITION AND DEVELOPMENT	
TARGETED YOUNGER AND DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN AND WERE OF LONGER DURATION GREATER
INTENSITY AND HIGHER QUALITY 0ROVIDING SERVICES DIRECTLY TO CHILDREN AND INCLUDING AN
ACTIVE PARENTING AND SKILLBUILDING COMPONENT IS A MORE EFFECTIVE STRATEGY THAN PROVIDING
INFORMATION ALONE %NGLE ET AL 	
0ATRICE %NGLE 0ROFESSOR #AL 0OLY 3TATE 5NIVERSITY 3AN ,UIS /BISPO 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
s %VIDENCE FOR LONGTERM BENElTS FROM EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES RELIED FOR MANY YEARS ON
A HANDFUL OF STUDIES MAINLY IN THE 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
s 0OLICY IS NOW INFORMED BY BOTH SMALL AND LARGESCALE STUDIES CARRIED OUT IN VARIED COUNTRY
CONTEXTS
'ROWING GLOBAL EVIDENCE
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02/-%3! ENCOURAGED ACTIVE PARTICIPATION BY CHILDREN
AND ADULTS
)N  A SMALLSCALE COMMUNITYBASED EARLY CHILDHOOD INITIATIVE BEGAN IN #HOCO
A VERY ISOLATED AREA OF #OLOMBIA )T GREW INTO 02/-%3! THE 0ROGRAMME FOR THE
)MPROVEMENT OF %DUCATION (EALTH AND THE %NVIRONMENT WHICH WAS IMPLEMENTED IN THE
#OLOMBIAN 0ACIlC #OAST REGION FOR  YEARS 4HE PROGRAMME WAS DESIGNED TO DEVELOP
AN ALTERNATIVE APPROACH TO MEETING THE NEEDS FOR THE HEALTHY DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG
CHILDREN BUILT AROUND A CONCEPT OF INTEGRAL AND INTEGRATED COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT )TS
MAIN STRATEGY HAS BEEN THE ACTIVE PARTICIPATION OF CHILDREN AND ADULTS IN THE SOLUTION OF
THEIR OWN PROBLEMS AND COMMUNITY PROBLEMS
!S THE PROJECT EXPANDED DURING THE FOLLOWING  YEARS A SERIES OF INNOVATIVE APPROACHES
WERE APPLIED TO ENCOURAGE EARLY STIMULATION HOMEBASED LEARNING CHILD TO CHILD AS
WELL AS PLAYBASED AND COGNITIVE METHODS !LL THE WORK WITH CHILDREN WAS CARRIED OUT
BY LOCAL PEOPLE MOSTLY WOMEN	 WHO WERE TRAINED BY THE PROJECT 4HE MAIN THRUST WAS
TO STIMULATE THE DEVELOPMENT OF YOUNG CHILDREN AND MOTHERS ATTENDED WEEKLY SESSIONS
RUN BY @PROMOTERS TO LEARN ABOUT THE TOYS AND GAMES BASED MAINLY ON LOCAL CULTURE
AND MATERIALS	 SO THAT THEY COULD WORK WITH THEIR CHILDREN AT HOME /LDER SIBLINGS WERE
ALSO INVOLVED AND A CHILDTOCHILD COMPONENT WAS DEVELOPED AS PART OF THE PROJECT
4HE PROJECT FOUND THAT AS MOTHERS SAW HOW THEIR CHILDREN DEVELOPED THROUGH PLAY THEY
BECAME EVEN MORE ENTHUSIASTIC ABOUT WHAT THEY WERE DOING FATHERS AND OTHER FAMILY
MEMBERS BECAME INVOLVED AND IN TIME THE WHOLE COMMUNITY PARTICIPATED IN DIFFERENT
AREAS OF THE WORK !RANGO ET AL 	
-ARTA !RANGO .IMNICHT $IRECTOR 'ENERAL )NTERNATIONAL #ENTER FOR %DUCATION AND (UMAN
$EVELOPMENT #).$%	 "OGOTÉ #OLOMBIA
s 4HE 02/-%3! 0ROGRAMME WAS A COMPREHENSIVE COMMUNITYBASED PROJECT AMONG POOR
FAMILIES IN #OLOMBIA
s )T FOCUSED ON HEALTH AS WELL AS EDUCATION AND EMPOWERED PARENTS AND COMMUNITIES TO
TAKE RESPONSIBILITY FOR CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT
#OLOMBIA
THE 02/-%3! 0ROGRAMME
22
3TRENGTHENING COMMUNITIES AND FAMILIES HELPS
CHILDREN TO LEARN
4HE ORIGINAL PLAN TO EVALUATE THE IMPACT OF THE 02/-%3! 0ROGRAMME IN #OLOMBIA WAS
INTRODUCED IN  AND INTENDED TO LAST  YEARS "UT IT GREW INTO A LONGTERM STUDY
THAT TRACED THE EVOLUTION OF THE PROJECT AS WELL AS ITS EFFECTS ON THE PHYSICAL PSYCHOSOCIAL
AND INTELLECTUAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE CHILDREN AND THE SELFCONCEPT OF THE MOTHERS AND
COMMUNITY LEADERS /UR RESEARCH FOUND THAT CHILDRENS ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE INCREASED
AND THEY WERE LESS LIKELY TO DROP OUT OF SCHOOL "Y   PER CENT OF THE 02/-%3!
CHILDREN REACHED lFTH GRADE COMPARED TO  PER CENT IN  MANY OF THEM WENT TO
SECONDARY SCHOOL AND EVEN UNIVERSITY )NFANT MORTALITY DURING THE lRST  YEARS FELL FROM
 PER CENT IN  TO  PER CENT IN  )LLNESSES SUCH AS MALARIA DECREASED AND
FAMILIES WERE MORE ENGAGED IN SUPPORTING THEIR CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT
7HEN THE ONGOING INSTITUTIONAL TECHNICAL SUPPORT WAS STOPPED THE COMMUNITIES
ESTABLISHED THEIR OWN COMMUNITY ORGANISATION IN ORDER TO PROMOTE THEIR OWN SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT INDEPENDENTLY !RANGO AND .IMNICHT 	
4HE MOST IMPORTANT LESSONS LEARNED FROM THIS EXPERIENCE WERE THAT
s STRENGTHENING THE ABILITY OF FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES TO ATTEND TO THEIR CHILDRENS
PHYSICAL AND PSYCHOLOGICAL NEEDS SHOULD BE ONE OF THE MAIN GOALS
s WITH APPROPRIATE TRAINING AND FOLLOWUP PARENTS WITH LOW EDUCATIONAL LEVELS CAN
BECOME EDUCATIONAL AGENTS OF INTEGRATED PARTICIPATORY EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES
s YOUNG CHILDREN@S PROGRAMMES CAN BE THE BASIS FOR INTEGRATED AND SUSTAINABLE SOCIAL
DEVELOPMENT n A WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY FOR INTERVENTION AND CHANGE
s SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT IS A LONG PROCESS THAT REQUIRES A CRITICAL MASS OF ORGANISED PEOPLE
INVOLVED IN A VARIETY OF PARTICIPATORY EDUCATIONAL PROCESSES AND ACTIONS TO PRODUCE
CUMULATIVE EFFECTS !RANGO ET AL 	
-ARTA !RANGO .IMNICHT $IRECTOR 'ENERAL )NTERNATIONAL #ENTER FOR %DUCATION AND (UMAN
$EVELOPMENT #).$%	 "OGOTÉ #OLOMBIA
s 4HE 02/-%3! 0ROGRAMME REPORTED MULTIPLE BENElTS INCLUDING IMPROVED HEALTH AND
LEARNING FOR CHILDREN BUT ALSO IMPROVED SELFCONCEPT AMONG MOTHERS
s %NABLING FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES TO SUPPORT THEIR OWN SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT ENSURED LONG
TERM SUSTAINABILITY OF THE INTERVENTION
4HE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE 02/-%3!
0ROGRAMME
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7ORKING WITH MOTHERS IS A KEY TO IMPROVING
CHILDRENS PROSPECTS
"EGINNING AS A RESEARCH PROJECT IN  THE -OTHERn#HILD %DUCATION 0ROGRAMME
WAS ONE OF THE lRST EXPERIMENTAL STUDIES TO DEMONSTRATE LONGTERM EFFECTS OF AN
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME OUTSIDE .ORTH !MERICA )T IS ALSO DISTINCTIVE IN TARGETING
DISADVANTAGED MOTHERS IN ORDER TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE IN THE IMMEDIATE ENVIRONMENT
THAT SUPPORTS THEIR CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT )T HAS NOW DEVELOPED INTO A NATIONAL .'/
THE -OTHERn#HILD %DUCATION &OUNDATION !NNE £OCUK 'üKVKO 6AKF !£%6		 IMPLEMENTED
THROUGH A NATIONWIDE PROGRAMME RUN BY THE 4URKISH -INISTRY OF .ATIONAL %DUCATION
4HREE MAIN COMPONENTS ARE DESIGNED TO
s FOSTER COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT IN ORDER TO PREPARE CHILDREN FOR SCHOOL BY STIMULATING
EARLY LITERACY AND EARLY NUMERACY SKILLS
s SENSITISE MOTHERS TO ISSUES CONCERNING THE OVERALL DEVELOPMENT OF CHILDREN HELP THEM
TO PROVIDE A STIMULATING HOME ENVIRONMENT AND MAINTAIN A CONSISTENT AND POSITIVE
MOTHERnCHILD INTERACTION
s INFORM MOTHERS ABOUT HEALTHY PREGNANCY SAFE MOTHERHOOD AND CHILD HEALTH
3EVERAL DIFFERENT APPROACHES HAVE BEEN ADOPTED IN THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
PROGRAMME ! GROUP DYNAMICS APPROACH HAS BEEN FOUND TO BE MOST APPROPRIATE IN
SUPPORTING PARENTING SKILLS AND A MEDIATED LEARNING APPROACH HELPS MAXIMISE INTELLECTUAL
COMPETENCE AND GROWTH AND ENSURE THAT CHILDREN ARE BETTER PREPARED FOR SCHOOL
3EVDA "EKMAN 0ROFESSOR OF %DUCATION $QüC\KÃK 5NIVERSITY )STANBUL 4URKEY
s 4HE -OTHERn#HILD %DUCATION 0ROGRAMME AIMS TO BRING ABOUT CHANGE IN THE CHILDS
IMMEDIATE ENVIRONMENT AND KEY RELATIONSHIPS
s -OTHERS CONlDENCE AND COMPETENCE ARE ENHANCED SO THEY CAN SUPPORT THEIR CHILDS
LEARNING AND READINESS FOR SCHOOL
4URKEY THE -OTHERn#HILD %DUCATION
0ROGRAMME
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4HE PROGRAMME BENElTED MOTHERS AND CHILDREN
LONG TERM
!N INITIAL EVALUATION OF THE -OTHERn#HILD %DUCATION 0ROGRAMME IN 4URKEY WAS CARRIED
OUT BETWEEN  AND  WITH  CHILDREN AND THEIR PARENTS 2ESULTS INDICATED
HIGHER LEVELS OF COGNITIVE SKILLS FOR THE CHILDREN OF PARTICIPATING MOTHERS -CüČVÃČDCĵČ
ET AL 	 )N TERMS OF PERSONALITY AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT CHILDREN OF PARTICIPATING
MOTHERS DISPLAYED LESS DEPENDENCY LESS AGGRESSIVENESS AND MORE POSITIVE SELFCONCEPT
)N A FOLLOWUP AFTER  YEARS THESE CHILDREN WERE JUDGED BY THEIR MOTHERS AND THEIR
TEACHERS	 TO HAVE SHOWN GREATER @SCHOOL READINESS 4HEY WENT ON TO ACHIEVE BETTER
LITERACY AND NUMERACY SKILLS AND THEIR OVERALL GRADE SCORES WERE HIGHER THAN CHILDREN
WHOSE MOTHERS HAD NOT PARTICIPATED IN THE PROGRAMME 4HEY WERE ALSO MORE LIKELY
TO CONTINUE THEIR EDUCATION BEYOND COMPULSORY SCHOOL GRADES AND HAD BETTER SCHOOL
ADJUSTMENT THAN THE CHILDREN OF MOTHERS WHO DID NOT PARTICIPATE IN THE PROGRAMME
4HEY HAD MORE POSITIVE RETROSPECTIVE MEMORIES OF THEIR MOTHERS AND SHOWED BETTER
SOCIAL INTEGRATION AND AUTONOMY IN TERMS OF THEIR IDEAS BEING ACCEPTED BY THEIR FRIENDS
AND MAKING THEIR OWN DECISIONS "EKMAN  -CüČVÃČDCĵČ ET AL 	
4HE BENElTS OF THE PROGRAMME WERE ALSO REmECTED IN MOTHERS RELATIONSHIPS WITH
THEIR CHILDREN 0ARTICIPATING MOTHERS WERE MORE VERBAL LESS PUNITIVE MORE RESPONSIVE
HAD MORE INTERACTION WITH THEIR CHILDREN AND WERE COGNITIVELY MORE STIMULATING
4HEY CHANGED THEIR CHILDREARING PRACTICES AS REmECTED IN BEHAVIOURS SUCH AS KEEPING
PROMISES MADE TO THE CHILD AND ANSWERING THEIR QUESTIONS APPROPRIATELY 4HESE MOTHERS
HAD HIGHER SELFESTEEM AND THEY PERCEIVED THEMSELVES AS BETTER MOTHERS BETTER SPOUSES
AND MORE SUCCESSFUL INDIVIDUALS &OLLOWUP AFTER  YEARS CONlRMS LONGTERM EFFECTS FOR
EXAMPLE IN TERMS OF HIGHER LEVELS OF UNIVERSITY ATTENDANCE AND HIGHERSTATUS EMPLOYMENT
FOR CHILDREN WHO HAD PARTICIPATED IN THE PROGRAMME -CüČVEČDCĵČ ET AL  IN PRESS	
3EVDA "EKMAN 0ROFESSOR OF %DUCATION $QüC\KÃK 5NIVERSITY )STANBUL 4URKEY
s 0ARTICIPATING MOTHERS DEVELOPED MORE POSITIVE COGNITIVELY STIMULATING RELATIONSHIPS WITH
THEIR CHILDREN THEIR OWN SELFESTEEM WAS BOOSTED IN THE PROCESS
s #HILDREN OF PARTICIPATING MOTHERS DEVELOPED HIGHER COGNITIVE SKILLS AND MORE POSITIVE
ATTITUDES WITH LONGTERM IMPACT ON EDUCATION AND EMPLOYMENT
4HE EFFECTIVENESS OF THE
-OTHERn#HILD %DUCATION 0ROGRAMME
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(IGHQUALITY CENTREBASED PROGRAMMES HAVE
POSITIVE BENElTS
%00% IS THE LARGEST STUDY IN %UROPE ON THE EFFECTS OF PRESCHOOL EDUCATION ON CHILDRENS
INTELLECTUAL AND SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL DEVELOPMENT 3YLVA ET AL 	 4HE 
CHILDREN IN THE STUDY WERE RANDOMLY SELECTED AT AGE  FROM PRESCHOOL SETTINGS IN
%NGLAND !T THE CORE OF THE STUDY IS A DEVELOPMENTAL PROlLE FOR EACH CHILD DRAWN FROM
COGNITIVE LANGUAGE SOCIAL AND BEHAVIOURAL ASSESSMENTS WHICH WERE TAKEN AT AGES  
   AND  4HE RESEARCHERS THEN ASKED PARENTS ABOUT THE CHILDS HISTORY FROM BIRTH
THE FAMILYS DEMOGRAPHIC CHARACTERISTICS AND THE LEARNING ACTIVITIES THAT OCCURRED IN
THE HOME 4HE  PRESCHOOL SETTINGS ATTENDED BY THE CHILDREN WERE STUDIED THROUGH
INTERVIEWS QUESTIONNAIRES AND OBSERVATIONS AND CONTAINED ALL TYPES OF GROUP PROVISION
INCLUDING PRIVATE VOLUNTARY AND STATE 4HERE WAS ALSO A @HOME GROUP WITH NO PRESCHOOL
EXPERIENCE 3AMMONS ET AL A B	
4HE LONGITUDINAL DESIGN OF THE STUDY PROVIDES SOUND EVIDENCE ON THE IMPACT OF
DIFFERENT TYPES AND AMOUNTS OF PRESCHOOL PROVISION AFTER TAKING INTO ACCOUNT CHILDRENS
CHARACTERISTICS AND THEIR HOME BACKGROUND -ANY CHILDREN LEFT PRESCHOOL AT AGE  WITH
CONlDENCE AND ALL THE SKILLS NEEDED TO TACKLE LEARNING IN PRIMARY SCHOOL (OWEVER A
NUMBER STRUGGLED TO ADJUST AND BEGAN PRIMARY SCHOOL WITH POOR SKILLS IN COMMUNICATION
OR LITTLE CAPACITY TO CONCENTRATE
4HE FOLLOWING ARE SOME OF THE KEY lNDINGS
s #HILDREN WHO ATTENDED PRESCHOOL MADE MORE COGNITIVE AND SOCIALBEHAVIOURAL
PROGRESS COMPARED TO THOSE WHO REMAINED AT HOME
s !LTHOUGH PARENTS SOCIAL CLASS AND LEVELS OF EDUCATION WERE RELATED TO CHILD OUTCOMES
THE STIMULATION PROVIDED IN THE CHILDS EARLY HOME LEARNING ENVIRONMENT WAS AN EVEN
MORE IMPORTANT INmUENCE
s "OTH QUALITY AND DURATION OF PRESCHOOL ARE IMPORTANT FOR CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT
%VERY MONTH OF PRESCHOOL AFTER AGE  IS LINKED TO BETTER COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT AND
IMPROVED INDEPENDENCE CONCENTRATION AND SOCIABILITY
s (IGHERQUALITY PRESCHOOL HAS AN ENDURING IMPACT TO AGE 
s 3PECIlC PEDAGOGICAL AND STRUCTURAL PRACTICES DIFFERENTIATED MORE EFFECTIVE PRESCHOOLS
s @'UIDED LEARNING WAS AS IMPORTANT AS CHILDRENS FREE PLAY ALTHOUGH BOTH ARE
NECESSARY FOR OPTIMAL DEVELOPMENT 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD ET AL 	
s #ASE STUDIES SHOWED THAT CHILDREN MADE BETTER PROGRESS IN PRESCHOOLS THAT VIEWED
EDUCATIONAL AND SOCIAL DEVELOPMENT AS COMPLEMENTARY
+ATHY 3YLVA 0ROFESSOR OF %DUCATIONAL 0SYCHOLOGY 5NIVERSITY OF /XFORD 5NITED +INGDOM
)RAM 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD 0ROFESSOR OF %ARLY #HILDHOOD %DUCATION )NSTITUTE OF %DUCATION
5NIVERSITY OF ,ONDON 5NITED +INGDOM
5+ THE %FFECTIVE 0RESCHOOL AND
0RIMARY %DUCATION %00%	 STUDY
s %00% TRACED THE LONGTERM IMPACT OF DIFFERENT TYPESAMOUNTS OF PRESCHOOL PROVISION ON
 CHILDREN AND COMPARED THEM TO A NOPRESCHOOL GROUP
s 4HE RESEARCH CONlRMED THAT ATTENDANCE AT HIGHERQUALITY PRESCHOOL HAD POSITIVE BENElTS
BUT ALSO THAT CHILDRENS EARLY HOME LEARNING ENVIRONMENT WAS CRUCIAL
s %FFECTIVE PRESCHOOLS ENCOURAGE GUIDED LEARNING AS WELL AS FREE PLAY AND RECOGNISE SOCIAL
AND COGNITIVE DEVELOPMENT AS COMPLEMENTARY
s (IGHERQUALITY PRESCHOOL HAS LASTING BENElTS THROUGHOUT PRIMARY EDUCATION
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¡ 7HICH FEATURES OF CURRENTLY AVAILABLE RESEARCH EVIDENCE OFFER THE
MOST POWERFUL BASIS FOR POLICY DEVELOPMENT
¡ 7HAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF RECOGNISING THE CRITICAL INmUENCE OF
MOTHERS AND HOME ENVIRONMENTS FOR PRESCHOOLAGE CHILDREN
¡ 7HAT IS AN APPROPRIATE BALANCE BETWEEN PARENT AND FAMILYDIRECTED
STRATEGIES AND CENTREBASED MODELS
¡ (OW CAN DEVELOPMENT OF %#%# BE LINKED TO BROADER COMMUNITY
DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVES AND BUILD EFFECTIVELY ON EXISTING TRADITIONS
INITIATIVES AND SERVICES
¡ (OW CAN THE EXISTING EVIDENCE OF LONGTERM EFFECTIVENESS BE
TRANSLATED ACROSS DIVERSE COUNTRIES PROGRAMMES AND EDUCATION
SYSTEMS TO PRODUCE A UNIVERSALLY VALID SET OF PRINCIPLES OR STANDARDS
¡ 7HAT ADDITIONAL RESEARCH IS REQUIRED TO SUPPORT EFFECTIVE POLICY
DEVELOPMENT
¡ )N WHAT WAYS CAN THE MONITORING OF PROGRAMME EFFECTIVENESS BE
BUILT INTO THE DEVELOPMENT OF EARLY CHILDHOOD SERVICES
¡ 7HAT SHOULD BE THE BALANCE BETWEEN UNIVERSAL SERVICES AND TARGETED
SERVICES FOR DIFFERENT POPULATIONS OF CHILDREN
0/,)#9 15%34)/.3
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-ILLIONS OF CHILDREN NOW ACCESS %#%# BUT IN MANY REGIONS IT IS THE
MOST VULNERABLE AND DISADVANTAGED WHO ARE LEAST ABLE TO ACCESS
QUALITY PROGRAMMES
4RENDS TOWARDS @MARKETISING SERVICES RUN COUNTER TO THE GOALS OF
ACHIEVING GREATER SOCIAL JUSTICE OR SUSTAINABILITY THROUGH %#%#
STRENGTHENING GOVERNANCE IS ESSENTIAL
7ELLDESIGNED EVALUATIONS HAVE IDENTIlED KEY FEATURES OF EFFECTIVE
PROGRAMMES WHICH ARE NOT NECESSARILY REPLICATED IN LARGESCALE
PUBLIC OR PRIVATE SERVICES
1UALITY CHALLENGES ARE GREATEST IN RESOURCEPOOR CONTEXTS WHERE
EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES RISK BEING VIEWED AS AN UNATTAINABLE
LUXURY RATHER THAN A BASIC ESSENTIAL
4HE YEARS JUST BEFORE SCHOOL HAVE BEEN THE MAJOR FOCUS OF %#%#
INITIATIVES BUT PROGRAMMES FOR EARLIEST INFANCY ARE ALSO CRUCIAL
RECOGNISING THE INTERDEPENDENCE BETWEEN EARLY CARE ADEQUATE
NUTRITION AND LATER LEARNING
.UMEROUS INITIATIVES HAVE POTENTIAL TO SUPPORT INDIVIDUAL
DEVELOPMENT AND RESILIENCE IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE VIRTUOUS CYCLES
THROUGHOUT EARLY CHILDHOOD  AND BEYOND
&KDOOHQJHVIRUHDUO\FKLOGKRRG
SURJUDPPHV,,,
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2EACHING THE MOST DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN IS A
MAJOR CHALLENGE
4HE CASE FOR EXPANDING QUALITY EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES IS OVERWHELMING ESPECIALLY
FOR DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN 4HE CHALLENGES OF REACHING THIS GOAL ARE HIGHLIGHTED BY THE
9OUNG ,IVES RESEARCH PROJECT 5NIVERSITY OF /XFORD 	 WHICH HAS BEEN TRACKING THE
DEVELOPMENT OF  CHILDREN BORN IN n IN %THIOPIA )NDIA !NDHRA 0RADESH	
0ERU AND 6IETNAM ! HIGH PROPORTION OF CHILDREN HAD SOME %#%# EXPERIENCE SINCE THE
AGE OF  IN 6IETNAM  PER CENT	 !NDHRA 0RADESH  PER CENT	 AND 0ERU  PER CENT	
!CCESS WAS MUCH LOWER IN %THIOPIA  PER CENT	 WHERE THE POLICY PRIORITY HAS BEEN IN
EXPANSION OF BASIC PRIMARY EDUCATION 5.%3#/ 	
$ESPITE THESE ENCOURAGING STATISTICS IN ALL FOUR COUNTRIES THE MOST DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN
WERE LESS LIKELY TO HAVE ATTENDED PRESCHOOL %QUITY APPEARS CLOSEST TO BEING ACHIEVED
IN BOTH !NDHRA 0RADESH AND 6IETNAM WITH ONLY  PER CENT FEWER CHILDREN FROM THE
POOREST HOUSEHOLDS ATTENDING PRESCHOOL COMPARED TO CHILDREN FROM MORE ADVANTAGED
HOMES 4HIS COMPARES WITH A  PER CENT DIFFERENCE IN ACCESS IN 0ERU AND  PER CENT
IN %THIOPIA !NOTHER WAY TO LOOK AT THESE DIFFERENTIALS IS IN RELATION TO PARENT EDUCATION
LEVELS !MONG THE 0ERU SAMPLE VIRTUALLY ALL CHILDREN WITH RELATIVELY HIGHLY EDUCATED
MOTHERS MORE THAN  YEARS OF SCHOOL	 HAVE ATTENDED PRESCHOOL WHEREAS OVER  PER
CENT OF CHILDREN WHOSE MOTHERS HAVE LOW LEVELS OF EDUCATION n YEARS	 WILL HAVE BEGUN
lRST GRADE WITHOUT ANY EXPERIENCE OF A PRESCHOOL PROGRAMME WHICH RISKS PERPETUATING
INTERGENERATIONAL POVERTY AND WIDENING INEQUALITIES 7OODHEAD ET AL  IN PRESS	
4HESE INEQUALITIES ARE COMPOUNDED BY WHERE CHILDREN LIVE RURAL CHILDREN ARE LESS LIKELY
TO ACCESS %#%#	 AND THE TYPE OF PRESCHOOL THEY ATTEND PRIVATE PRESCHOOLS ARE NOW
WIDESPREAD IN MANY COUNTRIES BUT MAINLY BENElT THE MORE ADVANTAGED CHILDREN	
)N FAR TOO MANY COUNTRIES THESE INEQUITIES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD ARE AMPLIlED BY
INADEQUACIES OF THE PRIMARY SCHOOLS AVAILABLE TO THE POOREST AND MOST DISADVANTAGED
GROUPS 5.%3#/ 	
-ARTIN 7OODHEAD 0ROFESSOR OF #HILDHOOD 3TUDIES 4HE /PEN 5NIVERSITY 5NITED +INGDOM
s )N MANY COUNTRIES %#%# IS NOT ACHIEVING ITS FULL POTENTIAL TO PROMOTE EQUITY AND CHANGE
THE LIVES OF THE MOST DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN
s 4HE MOST DISADVANTAGED CHILDREN ARE LEAST LIKELY TO ACCESS AN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME
AND WHERE THEY DO THE PROGRAMME IS VERY OFTEN OF POORER QUALITY THAN THAT ACCESSED BY
CHILDREN FROM MORE AFmUENT FAMILIES
s )N THE ABSENCE OF POSITIVE PROPOOR POLICIES THERE IS RISK THAT %#%# WILL PERPETUATE
INTERGENERATIONAL POVERTY AND WIDEN INEQUALITIES
!CCESS AND EQUITY
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'OOD GOVERNANCE IS ESSENTIAL TO DEVELOP SERVICES FOR
ALL CHILDREN
! REVIEW OF %#%# IN /%#$ MEMBER COUNTRIES NOTED AN INCREASING TREND TOWARDS
DECENTRALISING SERVICES INCLUDING A GROWING ROLE FOR PRIVATE AND FORPROlT PROVIDERS
)NCREASED AUTONOMY FOR PROVIDERS AND lNANCE MODELS CHAMPIONING CONSUMER CHOICE
MAY BE INCOMPATIBLE WITH PUBLIC POLICY AIMS OF TARGETING VULNERABLE AND DISADVANTAGED
GROUPS BECAUSE IT BECOMES DIFlCULT TO MONITOR STANDARDS AND REACH WITH THE
CONSEQUENCE THAT INEQUALITIES IN BOTH QUALITY AND ACCESS MAY INCREASE 4HE /%#$ REVIEW
NOTED THE ATTRACTION OF A MARKET APPROACH FOR GOVERNMENTS TRYING TO RESPOND QUICKLY
TO CHILD CARE SHORTAGES YET STRESSED THE RELATED IMPERATIVES OF AVOIDING INEQUITY AND
ADHERING TO HIGH STANDARDS /%#$ 	
-ARKET MODELS CAN EVEN UNDERMINE THE BASIC PRINCIPLE OF UNIVERSALITY IN EDUCATION BY
WEAKENING GOVERNMENTS REGULATIVE CAPACITY AND INCREASING INEQUITIES CAN OCCUR AS
PROVIDERS SHOW RELUCTANCE TO INVEST IN POOR OR SPARSELY POPULATED LOCALITIES OR TO REINVEST
PROlTS INTO STAFF DEVELOPMENT AND ENHANCING QUALITY )N MARKETISED %#%# SYSTEMS
ECONOMIC RATIONALITY DICTATES THAT PARENTS WILL FOCUS ON THEIR IMMEDIATE INTERESTS AND
THOSE OF THEIR CHILD THEY WILL NOT CONSIDER WIDER EQUITY ISSUES OR COMMUNITY BENElTS AS A
REASON TO CHOOSE ONE SERVICE OVER ANOTHER 4HEY MAY EVEN MAKE CHOICES FAVOURING ONE
OF THEIR CHILDREN ESPECIALLY WHEN COSTS OF QUALITY SERVICES ARE HIGH RELATIVE TO HOUSEHOLD
INCOME AS IN SOME LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES WHERE THE PRIVATE SECTOR IS DOMINANT
7OODHEAD ET AL  IN PRESS	 /THER CONCERNS WITH PRIVATISED %#%# INCLUDE
PARENTS ABILITY TO JUDGE THE QUALITY OF PROGRAMMES THEIR ABILITY TO PAY FOR HIGHQUALITY
PROGRAMMES AND THE RISK OF CHILDREN BEING MOVED FROM ONE PROGRAMME TO ANOTHER IN
PURSUIT OF GREATER QUALITY OR BETTER PRICE %QUALLY PROVIDERS WILL NOT PURSUE WIDER AND
LONGERTERM BENElTS FROM THE SERVICES THEY OFFER AS THEY AIM TO MINIMISE COSTS 4HE
PROBLEM DOESNT JUST LIE WITH THE PRIVATE SECTOR -ANY GOVERNMENTS ARE ALSO REPONSIBLE
FOR PROVIDING POORQUALITY PROGRAMMES THAT FOSTER INEQUALITY )T IS ALSO UNCLEAR WHETHER
FORPROlT PROVISION IN %#%# MARKETS IS MORE EFlCIENT THAN NOTFORPROlT PROVISION $ATA
FROM #ANADA SUGGEST THAT QUALITY IS GREATER IN NOTFORPROlT CENTRES OWING TO THE HIRING
AND RETAINING OF MORE QUALIlED STAFF #LEVELAND ET AL 	
#OLLETTE 4AYLER 0ROFESSOR OF %ARLY #HILDHOOD %DUCATION AND #ARE 5NIVERSITY OF -ELBOURNE !USTRALIA
$AN #LONEY 2ESEARCHER 3CHOOL OF %DUCATION 5NIVERSITY OF -ELBOURNE !USTRALIA
s -ANY COUNTRIES HAVE EXPERIENCED RAPID GROWTH IN FORPROlT PRIVATE PROVIDERS IN SOME
CASES WITH MINIMAL REGULATION
s -ARKETISED %#%# IS INCOMPATIBLE WITH THE GOALS OF ENSURING BASIC EQUITY AND ESPECIALLY
WITH THE GOAL OF TARGETING THE POOREST AND MOST DISADVANTAGED
s 4HERE MAY ALSO BE RISKS TO CHILDREN WHO ARE MOVED BETWEEN DIFFERENT TYPES OF PROVISION
WITH LITTLE COORDINATION OR CONTINUITY
%QUITY GOVERNANCE AND THE
PRIVATE SECTOR
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3KILLED TEACHERS ARE ONE OF THE ESSENTIAL FEATURES
4HE LONGTERM EFFECTIVENESS OF MODEL EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES APPEARS TO BE DUE
TO FEATURES ONLY RARELY FOUND IN EXISTING PUBLICLY FUNDED OR PRIVATE PROGRAMMES IN THE
5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA &IVE KEY FEATURES HAVE BEEN IDENTIlED
 )NCLUDE CHILDREN LIVING IN LOWINCOME FAMILIES OR OTHERWISE AT RISK OF SCHOOL FAILURE
3TUDIES HAVE FOUND LONGTERM PROGRAMME EFFECTS ON SUCH CHILDREN BUT NOT YET ON
CHILDREN IN OTHER CIRCUMSTANCES
 (AVE ENOUGH QUALIlED TEACHERS AND PROVIDE THEM WITH ONGOING SUPPORT "EING
QUALIlED IS TAKEN TO MEAN HAVING A TEACHING CERTIlCATE BASED ON A BACHELORS DEGREE
IN EDUCATION CHILD DEVELOPMENT OR A RELATED lELD /NGOING SUPPORT MEANS RECEIVING
CURRICULUMBASED SUPERVISION AND CONTINUING PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT 3O THAT
CHILDREN RECEIVE SUFlCIENT INDIVIDUAL ATTENTION HIGHLY EFFECTIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD CLASSES
HAVE TWO QUALIlED ADULTS A TEACHER AND AN ASSISTANT TEACHER FOR EVERY  TO 
CHILDREN AGED  AND SMALLER NUMBERS FOR YOUNGER CHILDREN
 5SE A VALIDATED INTERACTIVE CHILD DEVELOPMENT CURRICULUM IN WHICH BOTH CHILDREN
AND TEACHERS HAVE A HAND IN DESIGNING CHILDRENS LEARNING ACTIVITIES )T FOCUSES ON
ALL ASPECTS OF CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT n COGNITIVE LANGUAGE SOCIAL EMOTIONAL
MOTIVATIONAL ARTISTIC AND PHYSICAL n NOT JUST ON READING AND MATHEMATICS
)MPLEMENTING SUCH A CURRICULUM REQUIRES SERIOUS INTERACTIVE TRAINING STUDY AND
PRACTICE PARTICULARLY FOR TEACHERS WHO HAVE LITTLE EXPERIENCE WITH THIS TYPE OF EDUCATION
 (AVE TEACHERS SPEND SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS OF TIME WITH PARENTS EDUCATING THEM
ABOUT THEIR CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT AND HOW THEY CAN EXTEND CLASSROOM LEARNING
EXPERIENCES INTO THEIR HOMES !S FULL DAY CARE PROGRAMMES BECOME MORE WIDESPREAD
PARENT OUTREACH EFFORTS ALSO NEED TO INCLUDE OTHER CAREGIVERS WHO SPEND TIME DAILY
WITH CHILDREN IN CENTRES AND IN HOMES
 #ONlRM RESULTS THROUGH CONTINUOUS ASSESSMENT OF PROGRAMME QUALITY AND CHILDRENS
SCHOOL READINESS AS FEEDBACK TO CENTRES AND PROGRAMMES
3TAFF STRIVING FOR HIGHLY EFFECTIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES NEED TO REPLICATE THE
POLICIES AND PRACTICES OF PROGRAMMES FOUND TO BE HIGHLY EFFECTIVE INCLUDING THE lVE
INGREDIENTS LISTED HERE 4HE PROOF THAT THIS IS BEING DONE LIES IN THE ASSESSMENT OF
PROGRAMME IMPLEMENTATION A SYSTEM FOR MEASURING HOW WELL A PROGRAMME MEETS
ADMINISTRATIVE AND TEACHING STANDARDS 3CHWEINHART AND &ULCHER$AWSON 	
,AWRENCE * 3CHWEINHART 0RESIDENT (IGH3COPE %DUCATIONAL 2ESEARCH &OUNDATION 9PSILANTI
5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
)NGREDIENTS FOR EFFECTIVENESS
s 4HE POSITIVE BENElTS FOUND FOR SMALLSCALE MODEL PROGRAMMES WILL NOT APPLY IN LARGE
SCALE NATIONAL PROGRAMMES AND SERVICES UNLESS CERTAIN BASIC FEATURES ARE ASSURED
s &IVE KEY FEATURES OF EFFECTIVE PROGRAMMES HAVE BEEN IDENTIlED THROUGH 53 RESEARCH
TARGETING THE MOST DISADVANTAGED USING WELLDESIGNED CURRICULA INCLUDING A PARENT
COMPONENT MONITORING QUALITY AND EMPLOYING WELLTRAINED AND SUPPORTED TEACHERS
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0ROVIDING A PRESCHOOL BUILDING DOESNT ENSURE AN
EFFECTIVE PROGRAMME0UTTING QUALITY INTO PRACTICE
! HUGE GULF EXISTS BETWEEN HIGHLY PUBLICISED HIGHQUALITY MODEL PROGRAMMES AND THE
MUCH LARGER NUMBER OF LESS VISIBLE IN SOME CASES BARELY @GOODENOUGH PROGRAMMES
EXPERIENCED BY MILLIONS OF CHILDREN ESPECIALLY IN RESOURCEPOOR COUNTRIES )N SOME CASES
THERE IS A QUALITY CRISIS IN THE PROVISION EVEN OF BASIC PRIMARY EDUCATION LET ALONE %#%#
!RNOLD ET AL 	 4HE PRIORITY FOR GOVERNMENTS HAS BEEN ON ACHIEVING %DUCATION
FOR !LL %&!	 ENROLMENT TARGETS BUT WITHOUT RESOURCES OR PROFESSIONALS ABLE TO DELIVER
ON THE QUALITY IMPERATIVE 5.%3#/ 	 #ONCENTRATING ON ENROLMENTS ALONE MAKES
FOR IMPRESSIVE YET HOLLOW STATISTICS IF THE QUALITY IS SO LOW THAT CHILDREN SUFFER @SILENT
EXCLUSION FROM WORTHWHILE LEARNING ,EWIN 	 !ND THE POOREST AND MOST VULNERABLE
GROUPS ARE MOST LIKELY TO BE EXCLUDED FROM QUALITY SERVICES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD AS IN
PRIMARY EDUCATION 5.%3#/ 	
)N THESE CIRCUMSTANCES IT IS TEMPTING TO ARGUE THAT HIGHQUALITY %#%# IS UNAFFORDABLE
AND UNATTAINABLE "UT THAT CONCLUSION WOULD mY IN THE FACE OF THE EVIDENCE ON BENElTS
FROM PROGRAMMES INCLUDING IN LOWRESOURCE COUNTRIES AND ESPECIALLY FOR THE MOST
DISADVANTAGED SUMMARISED IN EARLIER SECTIONS	 )T WOULD ALSO CONDEMN MILLIONS OF
CHILDREN TO LOWQUALITY AND OFTEN UNREGULATED SERVICES GIVEN THAT THERE WERE AN
ESTIMATED  MILLION EXTRA ENROLMENTS BETWEEN  AND  ESPECIALLY IN 3OUTH
AND 7EST !SIA A  PER CENT INCREASE	 AND SUB3AHARAN !FRICA A  PER CENT INCREASE	
!CHIEVING EQUITY AND ENSURING QUALITY FOR ALL THESE CHILDREN IS AS MUCH ABOUT EFFECTIVE
GOVERNANCE AS INCREASING RESOURCES 5.%3#/ 	 !N @%FFECTIVENESS )NITIATIVE CARRIED
OUT BY THE "ERNARD VAN ,EER &OUNDATION WITH TEN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES FROM
!FRICA !SIA %UROPE AND ,ATIN !MERICA IDENTIlED THE MAZE OF POLITICAL CULTURAL AND
PHYSICAL HURDLES THAT HAVE TO BE OVERCOME IN ORDER TO LEVERAGE EFFECTIVE %#%# POLICY
AND PRACTICE FOR THE MOST DISADVANTAGED GROUPS 9ÉNEZ 	 #ONCERTED ACTION AND
INNOVATION ARE REQUIRED AT EVERY LEVEL GOVERNMENTS DONORS .'/S COMMUNITIES
TEACHERS TEACHER TRAINERS PARENTS AND CHILDREN /NLY THEN CAN WE BE SURE THAT EARLY
CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES ARE EFFECTIVE AND ARE DELIVERING ON THEIR POTENTIAL
-ARTIN 7OODHEAD 0ROFESSOR OF #HILDHOOD 3TUDIES 4HE /PEN 5NIVERSITY 5NITED +INGDOM
s 4HERE ARE MANY HIGHQUALITY %#%# PROGRAMMES BUT THE PROGRAMMES AVAILABLE TO THE
WORLDS POOREST YOUNG CHILDREN ARE OFTEN BARELY @GOODENOUGH SOME ARE OF VERY POOR
QUALITY BY ANY STANDARDS
s &OCUSING ON ENROLMENTS MAKES FOR HOLLOW STATISTICS UNLESS BASIC QUALITY IS ASSURED FOR ALL
CHILDREN
s %NSURING QUALITY IS BUILT ON EFFECTIVE GOVERNANCE STARTING WITH NATIONAL GOVERNMENTS AND
PERMEATING DOWN TO RESPONSIBLE AUTHORITIES AT EVERY LEVEL
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#OMPREHENSIVE EARLY CHILDHOOD STRATEGIES INCLUDE THE
VERY YOUNGEST CHILDREN
7HEREAS THE YEARS JUST BEFORE SCHOOL HAVE BEEN THE MAJOR FOCUS OF EARLY INTERVENTION
PROGRAMMES THE IMPORTANCE OF SUPPORTING DEVELOPMENT AND LEARNING FROM EARLIEST
INFANCY HAS LONG BEEN RECOGNISED #ARNEGIE 4ASK &ORCE 	 4HIS IS ESPECIALLY TRUE
AMONG THE WORLDS POOREST COMMUNITIES WHERE CHILDREN FACE A LARGE NUMBER OF
HEALTH AND NUTRITION RISKS WHICH ARE AMPLIlED BY DISADVANTAGES RELATED TO THEIR HOME
ENVIRONMENT AND ACCESS TO QUALITY EDUCATION
#HILDREN WHO ARE UNDERNOURISHED PRENATALLY AND DURING THE lRST  MONTHS OF LIFE ARE
LIKELY TO HAVE @STUNTED GROWTH 4HESE CHILDREN TEND TO PERFORM MORE POORLY ON COGNITIVE
TESTS DO LESS WELL IN SCHOOL AND MAY BE LESS ECONOMICALLY PRODUCTIVE AS ADULTS 0OLLITT ET
AL 	 3IMILARLY CHILDREN WHO ARE ANAEMIC IN THEIR EARLIEST YEARS MAY HAVE PERMANENT
DElCITS IN LEARNING POTENTIAL AS ,OZOFF FOUND IN #OSTA 2ICA ,OZOFF ET AL 	
'OOD NUTRITION IS ESSENTIAL FOR A CHILDS DEVELOPMENT BUT SO IS THE QUALITY OF THE HOME
ENVIRONMENT AS EARLIER SECTIONS HAVE HIGHLIGHTED #HILDREN AROUND THE WORLD WHO GROW
UP IN LESS RESPONSIVE AND NURTURING HOMES AS DElNED BY THE (OME /BSERVATION FOR
-EASUREMENT OF %NVIRONMENT (/-%	 SCALE TEND TO SCORE LESS WELL ON A VARIETY OF TASKS
DURING PRIMARY SCHOOL "RADLEY AND #ORWYN 	
)NTERVENTIONS TO IMPROVE CHILDRENS NUTRITIONAL STATUS THROUGH FEEDING BREASTFEEDING AND
REDUCING ILLNESS AND TO IMPROVE DEVELOPMENT THROUGH HOME VISITS CAN HAVE AN IMPACT
ON CHILDRENS GROWTH AND DEVELOPMENT &OR STUNTED *AMAICAN CHILDREN 'RANTHAM
-C'REGOR ET AL 	 FOUND THAT PROVIDING FOOD SUPPLEMENTS PLUS HOME VISITING
RESULTED IN SIGNIlCANT IMPROVEMENTS IN CHILDRENS DEVELOPMENT 3EE ALSO @4HE HUMAN
DEVELOPMENT CASE IN 0ART )	 4HE GROUP WITH BOTH FOOD AND STIMULATION INTERVENTIONS
SCORED ALMOST AS WELL AS THE MIDDLECLASS GROUP 7HEN THE CHILDREN REACHED THE AGE
OF n THEY WERE TESTED AGAIN 4HIS TIME THE GROUP THAT HAD RECEIVED STIMULATION
OUTPERFORMED THE NONSTIMULATED GROUP AND NUTRITION MADE NO DIFFERENCE -ANY OTHER
STUDIES SHOW THAT IMPROVING BOTH NUTRITION AND THE NURTURING AND LEARNING QUALITY OF THE
HOME ENVIRONMENT HAS GREATER EFFECTS ON A CHILDS DEVELOPMENT THAN EITHER INTERVENTION
ALONE 0ELTO ET AL 	
0ATRICE %NGLE 0ROFESSOR #AL 0OLY 3TATE 5NIVERSITY 3AN ,UIS /BISPO 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
s 4HE MAJOR FOCUS OF %#%# POLICIES HAS BEEN READINESS FOR SCHOOL DURING THE YEARS PRIOR TO
lRST GRADE BUT READINESS STARTS WITH ENSURING ADEQUATE NUTRITION DURING INFANCY
s 5NDERNOURISHED BABIES BECOME STUNTED WITH LONGTERM CONSEQUENCES FOR DEVELOPMENT
s )NFANT INTERVENTIONS ARE MOST EFFECTIVE WHEN THEY COMBINE NUTRITION WITH AN IMPROVED
STIMULATING AND RESPONSIVE ENVIRONMENT FOR LEARNING
)S PRESCHOOL EDUCATION FROM THE AGE
OF  OR  YEARS ENOUGH
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%ARLY CHILDHOOD IS A CRITICAL WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY
4HE YOUNG CHILD IS GROWING AND SEARCHING FOR NEW CHALLENGES )F THEY ARE MET BY
RESPONSIVE ADULTS AND A SUPPORTIVE LEARNING ENVIRONMENT AND IF MALNUTRITION IS NOT AN
ISSUE AS A GENERAL RULE THE RESULT WILL BE POSITIVE IN A VIRTUOUS CYCLE )F NOT THE VARIOUS
FACTORS MAY TEND TO MULTIPLY WITH NEGATIVE IMPACT %ARLY CHILDHOOD IS A CRITICAL WINDOW
OF OPPORTUNITY
0ATRICE %NGLE 0ROFESSOR #AL 0OLY 3TATE 5NIVERSITY 3AN ,UIS /BISPO 5NITED 3TATES OF !MERICA
#HILDRENS LIFE COURSES ARE HIGHLY VARIABLE AND IT MAY SEEM SURPRISING THAT EARLY
INTERVENTIONS SUCH AS THOSE REPORTED ABOVE COULD CONTINUE TO HAVE SUCH A LONGLASTING
IMPACT )N FACT IT IS VERY UNLIKELY THAT POSITIVE LONGTERM OUTCOMES ARE DUE TO A SINGLE
LINEAR EFFECT OF ATTENDING AN EARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMME %VERY CHILDS LEARNING LIFE
COURSE IS DETERMINED BY A UNIQUE COMBINATION OF EXPERIENCES AND EVENTS 3OME
DISADVANTAGES OR RISK FACTORS	 HAVE THE POTENTIAL OF LEADING TO UNDERACHIEVEMENT WHILE
OTHERS RESILIENCE FACTORS	 PROVIDE AN INDIVIDUAL CHILD WITH THE RESOURCES TO OVERCOME
THESE DISADVANTAGES -ASTEN  ,UTHAR 	 0ARENTS CAN PASS BOTH RISKS AND
RESILIENCE ON TO THEIR CHILDREN THEREBY CREATING SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC MOBILITY IMMOBILITY
OR INERTIA ACROSS GENERATIONS "UT THE VARIOUS RISK AND RESILIENCE FACTORS INTERACT IN
COMPLEX WAYS SO THAT VERY DIFFERENT LIFE EVENTS AND EXPERIENCES MAY LEAD TO SIMILAR
OUTCOMES YET LIFE EVENTS AND EXPERIENCES THAT APPEAR VERY SIMILAR MAY LEAD TO QUITE
DIFFERENT LEARNING OUTCOMES 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD AND 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD 	
&OR MOST CHILDREN POVERTY AND ASSOCIATED ADVERSITIES PRESENT THE GREATEST RISKS NOTABLY
BECAUSE THESE IMPACT ON ADEQUACY OF NUTRITION AND LIMIT THE QUALITY OF THE EARLY HOME
LEARNING ENVIRONMENT 7ALKER ET AL 	 /THER CHILDREN FACE THE EARLY CHALLENGES OF
MENTAL OR PHYSICAL INJURY OR DISABILITY OR THE EFFECTS OF DISCRIMINATION OR FAMILY TRAUMA
#HILDRENS RESILIENCE MAY BE SUPPORTED THROUGH MULTIPLE STRATEGIES THROUGH THE QUALITY
OF LEARNING IN THE HOME THROUGH FAMILY SUPPORT INTERVENTION AND THROUGH THE PROVISION
OF HIGHQUALITY PRESCHOOL EDUCATION
)RAM 3IRAJ"LATCHFORD 0ROFESSOR OF %ARLY #HILDHOOD %DUCATION )NSTITUTE OF %DUCATION 5NIVERSITY
OF ,ONDON 5NITED +INGDOM
s %ARLY CHILDHOOD IS A CRITICAL WINDOW OF OPPORTUNITY FOR CREATING VIRTUOUS CYCLES THAT HELP
BREAK INTERGENERATIONAL TRANSMISSION OF POVERTY
s %ARLY CHILDHOOD PROGRAMMES MAY HELP TRIGGER VIRTUOUS CYCLES BUT THEY RARELY HAVE SIMPLE
DIRECT EFFECTS
s #HILDREN ARE AFFECTED IN DIFFERENT WAYS AND TO DIFFERENT DEGREES BY THE RISK FACTORS IN THEIR
LIVES AND BY THE PROTECTIVE PROCESSES THAT ENCOURAGE THEIR RESILIENCE
3UPPORTING RESILIENCE THROUGH THE
EARLY LIFE COURSE
46
¡¡¡
¡ 7HAT STEPS ARE NEEDED lRST TO ENSURE EQUITY OF ACCESS TO %#%# AND
SECOND TO ENSURE THAT THE MOST VULNERABLE AND DISADVANTAGED HAVE
ACCESS TO HIGHQUALITY SERVICES
¡ !DEQUATE ACCESS PROVISION OF QUALITY LEARNING ENVIRONMENTS TEACHER
TRAINING AND REGULATION OF QUALITY ARE ALL PROVEN INGREDIENTS FOR
EFFECTIVENESS 7HAT GUIDELINES EXIST TO DETERMINE RELATIVE ALLOCATIONS
OF LIMITED RESOURCES TO EACH OF THESE AREAS
¡ (OW CAN lRST STEPS BE TAKEN TOWARDS ACHIEVING %#%# GOALS IN LOW
RESOURCE CONTEXTS BY BUILDING ON EXISTING STRENGTHS IN FAMILIES
HEALTH CLINICS SCHOOLS AND OTHER FORMAL AND INFORMAL COMMUNITY
RESOURCES
¡ 7HAT IS REQUIRED FOR COMPREHENSIVE POLICIES THAT FOCUS ON BABIES
AS WELL CHILDREN ON ADEQUATE NUTRITION AND HEALTH AS WELL AS
OPPORTUNITIES FOR LEARNING ON SUPPORTING MOTHERS FATHERS AND HOME
ENVIRONMENTS AS WELL AS PROVIDING CENTREBASED SERVICES
¡ (OW FAR DOES GROWTH OF THE PRIVATE SECTOR RISK UNDERMINING EQUITY
AND SOCIAL JUSTICE IN %#%# AND WHAT SHOULD GOVERNMENTS DO TO
EFFECTIVELY REGULATE THE BALANCE OF PUBLIC AND PRIVATE SERVICES
¡ 7HAT IS THE PLACE FOR A LIFESPAN PERSPECTIVE WITHIN POLICY
DEVELOPMENT RECOGNISING THAT EVEN THE HIGHESTQUALITY %#%#
PROGRAMMES ARE EFFECTIVE IN THE CONTEXT OF MULTIPLE INmUENCES ON
CHILDREN BEFORE DURING AND AFTER THEY PARTICIPATE
0/,)#9 15%34)/.3
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